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Another View
on Cooler Flushing

Publisher's Note:

The January issue included an article titled " Those Nooks and
Crannies,” concerning transmission-cooler flushing, written by Tony
Blaxek, national sales manager for Hot Flush, Accompanying the ar-
ticke was this Publisher's Note:

“Alternatives and controversy surround the issues of filtration
methods and the flushing of cooler lines and corverters, The follow-
ing information was provided by a manufacturer of heated flushing
machines,”

The following is a response to the article from Karl Matis, general
manager of HECAT Inc., o manufacturer of pulsating cooler-line
flushers.

manufacturer that differ from some
of the opinions pablished in Mr.
Blazek’s article. Twill try to cover
the topics in order as they appeared
im his article,

In general, | completely agree

s stated in the Publisher's
MNote, " Alternatives and
controversy surround the

issue,” For this reason [ respect-
fully submit the views from a
non-heated pulsating-flusher
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with Mr, Blazek that the reasons
for cooler flushing are clear. It
needs to be done to prevent
comebacks and premature fail-
ures of new and rebuilt transmis-
siona. And not flushing coolers
has created a lot of unnecessary
converter warranty claims.
Think about this: Would you
ever consider pulling an engine
that was full of metal from a bear-
ing failure, rebuilding it and then
re-installing this fresh engine into
the car and connecting up the
same il cooler that was never
flushed ? Would you install the
same old il filter? Of course not!
Transmission-cooler flushing has
been a focus of our company for
miore than 20 years, 1tia not &

-274-7890.



passing fad or some-
thing just a few shops
do. It is an absolute ne-
oessity to a professional
transmission-repair job.
Are you comfortable to
warrant a transmission
repair that did not in-
clude flushing the coopl-
er, let alone sending it
out to be covered by a
national association or
national-franchise war-
ranty?

The theery that the
transmission cooler ex-
pands and contracts

“Transmission-cooler

flushing. .. is not a passing
' fad or something just a few
~ shops do. It is an absolute

necessity to a professional
~ transmission-repair job.”

transmission fluid is not
going to clean the cooler,
The transmission itself was
a heated transmission-fluid
flushier, and it left the
sludpe and debris we wanl
to flush out.

I do not disagree with
Mr. Blazek that it is impor-
tant to flush and backflush.
However, his statement
misrepresents how our pul-
sating flusher works. It
does not use a pulsating
pump, and the pulsating
action does not dissipate by
thee time it reaches the cool-

when heated, enough
1o “trap,” bite or hold
the metal and other
contaminants, is nol true under
nermal operating conditions and
temperatures, However, il may be
true il the conler is subjected to ex-
treme overheating, Heated fTush-
ers that heat to only 180° do not
heat up to a high-enough tempera-
ture o duplicate this extreme-heat
siluation and therefore are no
more effective than a non-heated
flusher. Hasd-hitting pulsating ac-
ton is whal is reguired to remove
these trapped particles,

A Ford technical bulletin
about transmission-cooler Aush-
ing indicates that Ford does in-
deed use a heated Musher to
flush transmission coalers for all
models = with the following cau-
tion statement: “Thiz Ausher can-
not be used on vehicles equipped
with the temperature bypass-
type transmission coolers cur-
rently found in 1998-2003
Crown Victoria, Grand Marquais,
Town car etc.” This indicates to
us that the heated Flusher is not
the answer to flushing these
umits with the bypass valve, The
technical bulletin actually recom-
mends that this air /oil cooler be

removed and disassembled for
cleaning.

Ford's larger trucks (F-250, F-
350 et ) have a thermal by pass
valve on the side of the fransmis-
siom that by passes the fluid from
port to port through o connecting
tube. This design requires no heat
o flush the cooler or lines.

A Chrysler technical bulletin
states that you first should flush
through the by pass cirewit ineled-
ing the bypass valve. Then install o
plug (Chrysler special tool #8414}
in place of the easy=to-remove by-
pass valve, and then flush through
thee cooler circuit, The plug is
available from dealer parts, and
there was no reference to any heat
being required to accomplish this
flushing process. We offer simple
Chrysler | Jeep spring-lock
adapters that will allow you ta by-
pass the anti-drain-back valve.

[t was stated that vou must use
haot transmission fluid to flush.
Dridn't the hot transmission fluid
breaking down from heating, coal-
ing and lack of service leave the
contamination-holding sludge in
the cooler? Flushing with heated

er. We create a blasting
“water-pick™ effect that
cleans the cooler in minutes
while also performing cooler-flow
verification. Our tests and inde-
pendent tests have proven its ef-
fectiveness, and therefore it does
not require the operator to repeat-
edly flush, check screen, flush,
check screen etc.

Heated -flusher manufacturers
claim they go way bevond pulsat-
ing fushing. They say that you
need their cooler Ausher because
of today’s advanced electronically
controlled transmissions and
therefore you need their more-
technologically advanced {lusher.
We agree that the transmissions,
engines and cars in general hawve
advanced in technology and elec-
trical controfs. These technological
advancements have added to the
increased imporctance of cooler
flushing. But we are talking about
flushing a simple transmission
cooler, a simple heat exchanger
that has not changed. Save your
momney for diagnostic equipment
where the technology truly re-
quires it and employ a simple, eco-
nomical and highly effective
pulsating transmission-coaler
flusher for vour needs. I



